
WEATHER.
Trohably occasional shcfwero tonight

and tomorrow; little change in tem¬
perature.
Temperatures for twenty-four hours

ending at 2 p.m. today: Highest. 75,
at 3 p.m. yesterday; lowest. 58. at 5
a.m. today. Full report on page 31.
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"PRICE-CUTTING"
THROUGHOUT U. S.

IS ADOPTED HERE
Reductions of From 20 to 50

Per Cent Are Announced
by Some Retailers.

Jolts to the high cost of living in
.Washington were administered today
when two large establishments an¬

nounced flat reductions of 20 per
c< nt on the retail prices of their

goods. One of the establishments ban-
tiles men's clothing and furnishings,
the other women's wear.

Announcements today by these two

firms are in line with the action of

practically all of Washington's large
mercantile establishments, which,
within the last week or ten days,
have announced price reductions
ranging from 20 to 50 per cent.
Several days ago a Iead'n*

of¦wear store announced a reduct'.°" .jr. per cent on all lines excepting <1

few on which prices are *8'abl®
.c.l by manufacturers. About the fsame

time a leading concern .«Pf5lal I'n^in higher grades of wome. ^Vtointo effect price reductions of ~>

33 per cent.
Weather In Responsible.

Washington merchants, in expla|^'°"of the price reductions. sa> the wisea
eon;.hie spring weather.
curtailment of buying, is

sponsible. With shelves still filled with
goods that should have been moved
weeks or months ago. and % lU] b °

be met. the merchants say the onl
course open to them has been to make
prices sufficiently attractive to bujers
to compel them to purchase. ,

Several local merchants have stated
In the last few days that little if an> ;
further reduction in prices is to be an-

ti. ipated. and that in ail probability the
low mark has already been reached.

Price* fluked (Jeierally.
Price slashing is not confined to one

section of the country. From ,

everv section of the Lnietd States
come reports that merchants are tak-
ins the high cost of 1'v'ng bull by ,

the horns" and "hog-tielng" it with
sweeping reductions on staple I
modifies. The reductions range all the
*av from 15 to 50 per cent. 1

Boston stores announce big reduc-
tions. The newspapers of that city are

printing large display advertiwments
of soeclal sales. Residents Buffalo
Baltimore. Philadelphia and Pittsburgh
are likewise taking full advantage of
the numerous price-cutting sales an-
nounced by the merchants.

Bankers Extend Plan
to Deflate Credits,
New York Announces

Br the A»«oci»te.l Prw.
NEW YORK. May 19 .Pursuant to

their pledge to the Federal Reserve
Board, leading banking interests of
this city today extended their cam¬

paign of deflation of credits and high
commodity prices.

In the financial district thia policy
already has been effective in reducing
speculative loans against securities to
the extent of hundreds of millions of
dollars In the last fortnight. Iij-one
instance, that of a prominent trust
company, it is said that credits of
this character had been reduced by
$100,000,000 In the last three weeks. .

Banks in the wholesale dry goods
and general merchandise districts |
liave been proceeding along the same
lines, and the pressure exerted by
those institutions Is said to be direct¬
ly responsible for the wave of price
cutting in many lines of retail trade,
especially by the large department
stores.

,Downtown banks, which in a large
measure control operations of uptown
banks, are reported to have advised
drastic curtailment of loans to mer¬
chants who for any reason fail to
comply with the governments defla¬
tion program.

ArromMo4ati*aa Moderate.
Importers and other dealers in the

more luxuriouw articles of apparel as
well as manufacturers of Jewelry, sll-
verware ard other so-called non-es-
sentlals are said to have received word
from their banks that only the most
moderate financial accommodations
may be expected at this time.
The president of a bank in the

wholesale shoe district is authority
for the statement that loan* to deal¬
ers in leather and rubber goods are
smaller now than at any period in the
last eighteen months.

Prices Slnnhed la Xew York.

The price-slashing movement ap¬
peared to have struck New York to-

**Af»ernoon newspapers carried ad-
vertisements inserted by many of the
leading department stores, reading:

"Reductions of $23.50 to $70 in worn-I
en's high-class capes, cape wraps and
wrap coats."

"Fifty per cent off on our entire
stock of children1* and misses' hats."

"Special clearance sale of boys'
washable suits."
"Any suit, "coat or dress at half

price."
"At less than cost.remaining stock

of spring dresses."
"Deduct 20 per cent right off the

price ticket on all sporting goods."
Meanwhile the city hall became the

scene of a public hearing on high
prices. The joint legislative commit-
tee which investigated radicalism in
this state and which has held two
«lose.! sessions on the subject of profi¬
teering as a cause of social unrest to¬
day flung open its doors to the public.
A number of prominent sugar brokers
were exaVnined.

Reports Froa Coast to Coast.
CHICAGO. May 19..Reports of price-

cutting in wearing apparel and miscel¬
laneous merchandise continued to be re¬
ceived from various regions o? the coun-
lr> today. Owners of department stores
In cities from New Knglan.i >.o the l*a-
cific coast and the Mexican border an-
i ounreri reductions ranging rroin 20 to
CO per cent. The price of shoes was re¬
ported in some quarters to /ia\i been
cut one-fifth.
Dispatches from twenty-four cititj in

tl.e far west tell of promised reductions
in these necessities ranging froui 15 per
cent to minus profit
Financial authorities he.e said that

the indications were that the i»rice
decline would be limited to ready-to-
wear clothing, principal!) women's
garments and silks. Shcej were in
the list affected.
Tight money and inadequate trans¬

portation facilities were cited among
the prime reasons for the mercantile
movement. Delays in delivery of
goods, in which much money had been
tied up, together with inability of
farmers to get grain and livestock to
market, were said in many instances
to have worked a hitrdship on mer¬
chants.
A financial authority here said that

if reports of price cutting were de¬
pendable they indicated a tendency
joward a reduction in Inventories.
Though this might be temporary, he
said, it was undoubtedly good. In that
It suggested that merchants were go-
""(Continued on Page 2, comma

0
ON 0. C. APPROPRIATION
3f the Senate conferees persist in

| their stand for retention of the half-
and-half principle of financing the
National Capital, House leaders in¬
tend to put through a continuing res¬

olution which will authorize the Dis¬
trict government to make expendi-
tures during the next fiscal year on
the same basis as during the fiscal!
year 1920.
Chairman Davis of the subcommit-

tee on District appropriations, has
been in conference with Chairman
Cood of the appropriations commit-
tee and yeserday consu'ted House
Leader Mondell. Mr. D:ivis told Mr.
Mondell that r.s soon as an agree¬
ment can be reached hetweet» the
Senate and House conferees on the
hiilf-and-half provision ,tlie rest of
the bill can be disposed of within
twenty-four hours.
The House leaders are considering

the necessity of passing a continu-
ing reolution before the recess of
the House, which is expected about
June 5.

County Superintendent Has
Plans for Action Within
Two or Three Weeks.

Within the next two or three weeks
substantial repairs will be made to

all the main highways connecting the
District with Maryland, an official in
the office of L. It. Grabill, superintend¬
ent of county roads, promised today.
"Of course, we cannot put these

main arteries in the condition they
ought to be in with the limited funds
at our disposal, but we will try to
make them smooth." said one of Mr
urabill's representatives.
With the (35.000 deficiency item Just

appropriated by Congress the super¬
intendent of county roads expects to
make some immediate improvement in
the main highways, such as Connecti¬
cut avende. Wisconsin avenue, Ben-
ning road and 16th street, by patching
up the worst holes.

Depeada » ( oajcrrsa.
The amount of Immediate improve-

which th« repair gangs will be
I?1*ke,in the roads, however,

f JarKii-T ,on whether Congress
allows the additional 120.000 for sub¬
urban roads for which the Commis-

fioien" bm® aaked in the general <Je-

The 135,000 deficiency amount rc-

cnS Ly.?ade available will just about
coyer the wages of the men for the
? i"ce,of the fl8C*' year. There is not

,y rge¦ ""PP'y of the materials
th® »ub"rban roads

additional $20,000 I*
y CoP*re« It will make pos-

ot more 8"PP»es.
j waf* hav" » 'ot of patching

I® °n the snburbati road* In the
spring, said one of Mr. Crabilrn as

abbftn' »bUi this'sprlnK we were un-

^*rt repairing the damage
done during the winter, because just
our

weather was setting In

hausted"
e<"ame Practically ex-

n-rlyW AprM w8.3°^r """"

Vemr Conference Dradlork..

gotap'S-t't^e*r>istrict«°eCakendd
delays

Connectlc°t aventie will be j
bid^eo^nmi,lee,' department cannot get

'

untH thT contracts for these jobs
until the appropriation bill becomes

i^SSSfi^ p"eV°nanddUr^

telling on W0f^e^:*
meeting in interest
OF ROAD IMPROVEMENTS!
To widen the scope of activity of j

the Joint committee on the improve-

i. rested in this movement to sen#l a

representative to the first meeting .f

i"h^t~1V, A- A- m-the Rlggs building I

t "e^re8eJ.ntative" ,rom the Washing-
'°n.Hoar<1 °t Trade, the Chamber of 1
r»0.Tmercr- the Merchants and Manu-

ZrlX?'S'?OC'*"°r- U,t> federation
or Citizens Associations, Washington

others°aTrade Associatlon ^nS I

Thl. are expected to be present

brace °rfani*atlons practically em-'
citvjIj i, .

re population of the

taken hv fhi f^^ted that action j
taxen by this Joint committee will

"XT. a '"-reaching effect
* WlU

Data have been prepared by officials
of the American Automobile Assocl-

toint -"1 wi" 6,5 aubmitted tothe
,The Question of

roads, from all angles will be discuss-
ed and possible remedies for their
present condition will be taken up by
the committee.

'

It is understood that particular at¬
tention ,8 to be paid to the main" ads

hlghwaysnnAtCt»hWith the Maryland
«'Knwa>8. At the present tim<> ft fa

worthy of6the "0t ¦i"*e
!.ndr,,heL?nrgthoeutn.afm|et.in the D'^ict

! '^harnifni"" h".e are characterized as

roart^ »,
. a?d inasmuch as the

, roads have been steadily s-etfln^
with little or no repair work

;pronfptdancetionhe Comn,i"ee will seek

issmmto such U row conrth?. descending
.It was learned today

°f dl8repair,

i ».ll preside at the mating A A A-

j BOSS BABBEBS MAKE THBEAT.
Will Close Shops if Employes Ex-

j tend Strike to Hotels.
I NEW YORK, May 19.--Uoa.s barbers]
today threatened to clos.. -.11

f s "rr^
111 ho.-I.-, office build in kb" and

J the railway erminals. J. P Cariv
Spokesman for the tiuu» 'k. 1 J>

said It would be more economical'to
iKr "condl«ions tkt^olMrT

class* 'trlkC 5
i

the strike has resulted
y. 'ncr*Med sales of safety

rmmorm and self-haircuttin* machines.
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Present Resolutions to I. C.
C. and Shipping Board

Today.
Urging "immediate steps" on the

part of the Interstate Commerce Com¬
mission and the Unittd States Ship¬
ping Board to move commodities tier.
up in transportation on the railroads
of the country, a committee of bank¬
ers called on Chairman Clark of the
commission and Vice Chairman Ray¬
mond B. Stevens of the Shipping
Board today and presented a resolu¬
tion adopted yesterday at a confer¬
ence with Governor Harding of the
Federal Reserve Board.
Increase in freight rates to build

up the credit of the railroads is
asked. Such an increase, it is stated.
will tend to relieve inflation of prices
and a consequent inflation of credit
from which "the whole country is
suffering."

Tut of Resolution.
The resolution follows:
"The whole oountry is sufferingfrom inflation of prices, with the con¬

sequent inflation of credit. From the
reports made by the members of this
conference, representing every sec¬
tion of the country", it is obvious that
great sums are tied up in products
which if marketed would relieve ne¬
cessity. "tend to reduce the price level
and relieve the strain on our credit
system.

"This congestion of freight is
found in practically all of the large jrailroad "centers and shipping ports.
It arises chiefly from inadequate |transportation facilities available at
this time, and is seriously crippling
business. We are informed that the
per ton mile of freight increased in jthree years.1916. 1917 and 191*.17Vi
per cent, while the freight cars in
service during the same period in¬
creased 1.9 per cent.
"A striking situation exists which

can onlv he relieved through the up¬
building of the credit of the railroads.
This must come through adequate and
prompt increase in freight rates. Any
delay means the paying of a greater
cost, directly and indirectly, and
places a burden on the credit system
which in the approaching time for
seasonable expansion may cause ab¬
normal strain. Even under the load
of war inflation, high-price level and
extravagances the bank reserves
would probably be sufficient if quick
transportation would be assured dur¬
ing the time of the greatest strain."
The resolution adds:
"That this conference urge as the

most important remedies that the In¬
terstate Commerce Commission and the
United States Shipping Board give in¬
creased rates and adequate facilities
such immediate effect as may be war¬
ranted under their authority, and that
a committee of five, representing the
various sections of the country, M ap¬
pointed by the chairman to presentthis- resolution" to the Interstate Com-
merce Commission and the United"
States Shipping Board with such ver¬
bal Instructions as may seem appro¬
priate for the committee."
The resolution is signed by E. W.

Decker of Minneapolis. Charles E.
Reiman of Baltimore, Charles H. Mc-
Nider of Chicago, John Perrin of San
Francisco and R. L. Ball of San An¬
tonio.

Railroads' View Criticised.
Railroads operating through mid-die western coal-producing districts

are interpreting rccent emergency or-ders of the Interstate Commerce
Commission in a fashion which leads
to serious and dangerous dlscrimlna- !Hon against coal supply to the pub- jlie, according to a statement signedby nearly 100 members of the Houseof Representatives today. A commit-
tee headed by Representative IsraelM. Foster, republican, Ohio, and in- jeluding William Green, secretary of |the United Mine Workers of America, iand John Moor*, president of the Ohio
district of the same organization and
several congressmen, will -put the i
plea before the commission in person
tomorrow. As a remedy, the state- jment requests the commission to putin force sections of'the transporta- jtion act which particularly forbid
any preference in the supply of coal !
cars.

Representative Foster's Views.
"""Unless the practices are stopped !and something !s done to remedy the
situation we will have next winter
a coal shortage as bad r.s that of
1917." Representative Foster asserted.
"While the mine workers are joiningwith us in presenting the app.-al. the
dangcrls to the public at large. The
railroads, which consume about 30 i
per cent of all the coal mined, are
moving the cars in a fashion which
only gets that 30 per cjnt mined.
The movement of coal over the gi'*at
lakes has been retarded to the dinger
point, and the northwest is already !
suffering from a shortage."
Miners are joining in the plea, ac- jcording to the statement of thoir rep- !

resentatives. because the failure to jfurnish cars has closed down many
mines and left them out of employ¬
ment.

Michigan Men in Conference.
Members of Congress from Michi-jgan accompanied a delegation of man- iufacturers froi.i that state to a cor.-

ference this morning with members",of the commission. The hearing was
a closed one. it war. st.iied that the
shortage of coal, due to th» tie-up In
transportation, was emp^.asized bythe manufacturers as threatening in¬
dustries in that state. Step.! to move
coal from the mines was urged.
Reports from the congested rail cen-

ters were under consideration of \Commissioner C. B. Atchison today,who has been placed in charge of the
car service. It was believed that the
commission is going very slowly with |any sweeping priority orders for the
movement of freight. If jams can be ;relieved by co-operation between the
more than 100 Inspectors of the com-
mission who are in the field and the
terminal officials at the points of con- 1
gestion drastic steps, such as the is-
suance of priority orders, will not be |taken. It is thought.

Not as Bad as Month Ago.
It Is shown that while the presentcongestion is acute. It is not actually

as bad as It was a month ago. The
peak of the strain was reached April15, when the number of cars moved
daily was the lowest and the num- |ber necessary to move higher than
at any time since the congestion be- I
gan. The railroads are still far from
"catching up," however, and the re-
suits of the months of continued
strain on the transportation facilities
are becoming more in evidence.
Although there has been some talk ]of a curtailment of passenger traffic.

it is not thought the commission will
take such a step unless conditions be-
come worse.

Movement of Empty Cars Begun.
Movement of empty cars toward the

west for grain loading has begun in
large quantities, the commission an¬
nounced yesterday afternoon. The
cars are being moved In solid trains
from the New England states and the
Atlantic seaboard under expedited or¬
ders and their progress Is being care¬
fully watched t«vavoid delays, it was
stated. Simultaneously, a counter
movement of empty cars has begun
i.(Continued on Page 2, Column k)
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APPREHENSIVE.

CALLS ON PUBLIC
TO RISE AND SWEEP
OUT PROFITEERING

Senator Kenyon Urges Awak¬
ened Sentiment in Every
*

Community Against Evil.
"A great awakened public senti¬

ment in every community should
sweep the profiteers to social oblivion
.scrap them on the Junk neap of dis¬
repute," said Senator Kenyon of Iowa,
addressing the Senate today.
He said that the question above all

others In which the American people
are'interested-at tbis time it tlw Uc^
cost ot living. He strongly urged
the people themselves to take steps
to bring about a reduction in the
cost of living.
"The situation can be helped some

by the American people wearing their
old clothes and their old shoes." con¬
tinued Senator Kenyon. "So one need
be ashamed of patches on clothes or
shoes. They arc badges of honor. It
is a time of essential sacrifice, and
already the failure of the people to
buy Is having some efTect on prices.

"People Cnnlns Profiteers."
"There is one phase of the high

cost of living that can bo remedied.
that is profiteering. I believe It is
safe to say that nearly one-half of
the Increased cost of living 1s due to
profiteering. Penp!-:- are tirod of it.
they are cursing t'.e profiteers; they
are damning Congr.ss because it does
not do something, and there is a

spirit of hate developing in this coun¬
try that Is ominous."
Senator Kenyon .'aid it was no won¬

der that the pe-jplo were discontented
when they read of the tremendous
proii;s that "patrioteere have gathered
to themselves during and since the
war, and with what unction they wrap
the flag about themselves and de¬
nounce every one who questions their
rl-^ht to rob the American people as

bo'.ihevi3is, pro-Germans and creators
of unrr;:c. .They are the most short¬
sighted of all the citizens of the re¬
public. They are making people hate
their government, and today the
profiteering of the patrioteer is the
inem^e of the nation."
"it is not only manufacturers who

linve engaged In the pleasant pastime
.f profiteering, but retailers have
been equally busy.

War DrlngM Millionaire*.

"One result of the war seems to be
a large crop of millionaires. In 1917
we had 6,664 millionaires as com¬

pared with 2,348 in 1914.
"Since the Supreme Court declared

the stock dividends wore not subjects
of the excess profit tax there has
been a tremendous issuance of stock
dividends. It would seem almost dis¬
loyal at this time, when the govern¬
ment is racking every field of in¬
dustry for taxation, for these great
corporations which have made un^
precedented profits, to escape just
taxation by means of stock dividends.
Vet this goes on and people wonder
that there is unrest in the country.

"This nation must look to the great
middle classes to save it in its hou*
of stress. Men who will rob their fel¬
low men as these profiteers have been
doing will rob their government. They
would sell the f.reat birthrights of
American citizenship for a pot of
profits. Laws can curb them to some
extent, but they cannot do it all. A
great awakened public sentiment in
every community should sweep them
to social oblivion."

xbppoaes "Lair Koongk" Ulrea.
Senator Kenyon said that the Con¬

gress supposed that it had given
enough law to the Attorney General to
conduct an effective campaign against
profiteering. If the law is not suffi¬
cient. he said. Congres3 will give more
"Why not organize anti-profiteering

societies in the various corrimunities
of the United States, snd make public
doings of cert-tin distinguished citizens
who are robbing the community'.'" sug¬
gested Senator Kenyon.
Senator Ker.yon «hat the com¬

mittee investigating the shoe indus¬
try was informed that there had been
about three people sent to jail for
profiteering.
"None of the big profiteers, how¬

ever." said Senator Kenyon. "A few
of the bis profiteers landed in jail
would have a restraining effect upon
future robberies by these national
pirates. The prosecutions have
amounted to practically nothing.
What this country ne<-ds today above
everything else is a President who
will smash the profiteers. He will do
this by appointing an Attorney Gen¬
eral who cares mure about enforcing
the laws than he dols for running for
President."

Boyal Arcanum Sessions Open.
MONTREAL*, May 19..The supreme

council of the Royal Arcanum opened
its forty-third annual convention here
today. Delegates from all over the
United States and Canada are In *t-
tendance

*

HOUSE CHIEFS ACCEPT
SENATEPEACEMEASURE
Republican leaders in the House

agreed today to accept the peace
resolution as adopted by the Senate
an a substitute for the House reso¬

lution, and decided tentatively to call
it up Friday for final action.
House concurrence in the Senate

measure will, be asked by Chairman
Porter of the House foreign affairs
committee, and leaders said that the
republican majority will adopt his
motion, which will send the peace
resolution to the President.
Whi-le some House republicans pre¬

ferred the text of their resolution
they were said to be willing to ac¬
cept the Senate plan rather than force
the peace resolution before the Sen¬
ate again by a conference report, which
would give its democratic opponents
an opportunity of delaying its pre¬
sentation to President Wilson.

CmiTODC DCMCm
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DEBATE ON TREATY
Discussion of the German peace

treaty and the league of nations flared
up again in the Senate today, Senator
Borah, republican, of Idaho, asserting
that the league's influence in Europe
had been supplanted by that of the
supreme council.
The attractiveness of the United

States Treasury as a source of
revenue for the financing of future
European wars was the only reason
for the continued e.Tort to entice this
country into the league, he said.

Prntali Poadlck Article.
The discussion war precipitated by

Senator McKcllar, democrat, of Ten¬
nessee. who read into the Record an
article by Raymond B. Fosdick, form¬
er assistant secretary g%neral of the
league, purporting to outline what
had been accomplished by the league.
Senator McKellar said he read the

article because it showed that the
United States was "sitting back and
being relegated to a position in the
rear," while the other nations were
taking part in world affairs.
Senator Borah said he got some

comfort out of the Fosdick article by
the fart "the state of Georgia differs
from Mr. Fosdick." and added it was
"safe to say that the San Francisco
convention will not indorse Mr. Fos-
dick's views."

Power Behind Leacne.
"The great moving power behind

the league from the beginning has
been international finance," Senator
Borah said.
Senator Thomas. democrat, of

Colorado said the league seemed to be
"getting along splendidly" without
the United States, and added that the
"United States Treasury offers a great
temptaiion to the rest of-^he world"
and would make this country an "at¬
tractive member."

NlraSHLL
RAISING SERVICE PAY

President Wilson today signed the
Army and Navy bill providing for
temporary adjustment of pay scales for
officers and enlisted men to cover the
next two years. Later a Joint committee
of Congress will meet to decide whether
the increases shall be made permanent.
The total increases in the measure,

which is known as H. R. 11,927, amount
to al>out $60,000,000 a year and embrace |practically every class of men in the
service with the exception of privates
and ordinary seamen.
Beginning with first-class privates in

the Army and extending up to the grade
of color sergeant, all enlisted men will
receive an increase of 20 per cent over
their present rate of pay. Color ser¬
geants and higher grades will receive
the 20 per cent increase besides one ad¬
ditional ration, now amounting to 55
cents per day.
The increase granted petty officers ii)

the Navy Is not so simply arranged, but
it will amount to about 31 per cent more
than their present rate.
The increase for commissioned offi¬

cers in the Army for corresponding
rank in the Navy is as follows: Sec¬
ond lieutenant. $420 per year; first
lieutenant, $600; captain, $720; major,
$840; lieutenant colonel and colonel,
$600.

In addition the act provides that
when officers are transferred per¬
manently from one station to another
they shall be furnished transporta¬
tion for their wives and children as
well as for themselves.
The measure also continues until

1922 tho provision for paying com¬
mutation of quarters to officers in
fi«M service, and extends this com¬
pensation to non-commissioned offi¬
cers of the grade of color sergeant
and above. Field clerks get an addi¬
tion of $240 per year under the meas¬
ure. unless their pay Is in excess of
$2,500, when they shall receive such
Increase as will not make their total
ui&±- more than $2,740 ser year.

%

Episcopal Church, Diocese of
Washington, M&ets in

25th Session.
Church unity cannot be produced by

"mere mechanical aggregations." but
has its basis "in the faith and in the
spirit of truth and peace and love,"
declared Bishop Alfred Harding in
the course of his address before the
twenty-fifth annual convention of the
Episcopal Church, diocese of Wash¬
ington, at Whitby hall. National Ca¬
thedral School today. The first business
session was preceded with services at
Bethlehem Chapel. St. Alban's.

Ckirrh I nlOR "1m Air."
"The subject of 'ckurcb unity' Is in

the air as never before." said Bishop
Harding. "It is much talked about,
which is good. In the minds of some
it means the mechanical federation
of seperate denominations represent¬
ing protestant Christianity for various
forms of co-operation. Yet in an ofll-
cial publication of the Federal Coun¬
cil of Churches it is admitted that
while these different religious bodies
may be welded together for some
common ends. denominational differ¬
ences are sharply accentuated.
"Ono cannot But feel that the most

hopeful efforts along these lines are
those that seek to reunite those bodies
of Christians whose beliefs and govern¬
ments are practically identical and who

i are divided on merely sectional lines or
issues now no longer considered vital.

Baafa la Inltj In Faith.
"But unity such as our I.«ord prayed

might be the convincing evidence to the
world of His divine mission and His au¬
thority and claims cannot be produced
by mere mechanical aggregations. Those
who are praying for real unity, which
shall embrace all who profess and call
themselves Christians. Greek and Roman
and Anglican and Protestant, know and
feel that the basis of it must be unity
In the faith and in the spirit of truth
and peace and love, however diverse maybe the outward expression of the faith
in forms of worship or in ritual ob¬
servances.
"We cannot agree to 'the essential

oneness' of bodies holding and teach¬
ing diverse views as to fundamental
things. This church in loyalty to our
L,ord and to His apostles and to the
Scriptures, cannot agree with what is
put forth as one of the cardinal prin-
ciplcs of a large body of Baptists re¬
cently in convention in our city, with
regard to the sacraments, who, in a
notable advertisement published in
our Washington papers, say frankly an(l
unreservedly, 'The two church ordi¬
nances, baptism and the Lord's Supper,
are symbolical and memorial and are to
be observed by the churches in obedi¬
ence to Christ's commands, but they
neither *ve nor help to save men's
souls.'

Belief of Baptlata.
"And again, 'Baptists steadfastly hold

that all true believers in Jesus Christ
have been born again and are saved,
whether they be members of any or no
religious denomination.'
"This represents one extreme." said

Bishop Harding, as he finished reading
these extracts. "Equally we cannot
agree to the demands of Rome for ab¬
solute and unqualified submission to her
authority.

"I am not now proposing to argue
these matters, but simply to illustrate
the great obstacles in the way of real
Christian unity. And, for this end,
that 1 may affirm my personal con¬
viction that the underlying plan and
the present efforts of our commission
on faith and order are along the lines
of real hopefulness -and deserve our
unlimited confidence and our support.
"This way seeks to unite us all in

prayer- and to bring together a con¬
ference of all believers to discuss
what things each considers funda-
mental and what are not. and with
fervent desire to supplicate the spirit
of truth to guide us into all the truth.

Brlaga Slgna of Promlae.
"This way does not look to im¬

mediate attainment of the great end
in view, but it has already brought
to light signs of great promise. In
the east and in the west the proposed
world conference on faith and order
and for prayer has met the approval
of almost all the Christian bodies,
except those of the Roman obedience.
I call your earnest attention to the
hopeful fact that a preliminary con-
Terence along these lines is planned
to be held in Switzerland August 12,
and to ask you to remember it earn-
estly and consistently in your pray-
ers." ^

Bishop Harding called to the atten¬
tion of the meeting some social prob¬
lems of immediate and pressing im¬
portance discussed at the annual
meeting of the archdeaconry of Wash¬
ington held last week. That meeting,
he said, considered "the great and
growing evil of race-track gambling
with its demoralizing influences on
the young of both sexes and on the
communities adjacent to the places
where the racing courses are sit¬
uated."
Another and even more pre.lag

subject. Bishop Harding said, la the
(Continued on Z» OoUaaa-G

SEEKS LEGISLATION
ONBUOHK

Committee Cites Its Benefits
to Government as Well

as Workers.
Members of Congress, federal em¬

ployes, the public at large and edu¬
cational institutions of the Pistrict
were called upon today to interest
themselves in the purpose of the pro¬
posed reclassification legislation, in
a statement of principles issued by
the Joint conference on reclassifica¬
tion.
This statement, prepared today by

II. J. Quinn of t!-e a'ljulant general's
office; I >r. Ceorge W. Bowerman <>f
the Public library, and A. J. Oliver,
president of the Washington Society
of Architects and I>raftsmen. proved
the '.first irun" in a general campaign
to be waged by the conference to res¬
cue the report and bill of the reclas¬
sification i-oinmis-sion from the "in-
ocuous desuetude" to which it aeems
to have been consigned.

Issuance of tlie formal statement
of principles was authorized at a
meeting of the conference last niglt.
It was the opinion of the members
that there was a tendency on the part
of Congress, and possibly persons in
private life, to think that the reclas¬
sification of the 107.000 federal work¬
ers here concerns primarily that in¬
dividual employe, whereas it is the
belief and conviction that the reclas¬
sification would affect principally the
government itself.

Text of the Statement.
What the reclassification is and is

not is brought out in the declaration
of principles issued today by the spe¬
cial committee appointed to draw it
ui>. as follows:

j "There is no thought on the part of
the promoters of the reclassification
to establish a plan that will keep in
the government service either incom-
petent or superfluous employes. The
adoption of the plan of the reclassifi¬
cation which will put the administra¬
tion of the service on a good business
basis would unquestionably tend to
the elimination of incompetent or un¬
necessary employes.
"The reclassification will tone up

the government service by holding in
it the most competent, giving them
something to look forward to in the
way of a worthy career and the hold¬
ing of the accumulated experience and
skill represented in the government
service.
"The reclassification will likewise

serve to attract to the government
service the best men and women from
colleges, technical schools, high schools
and business schools by offering a
worthy career in the public service
with reasonable conpetence.

One of "Big Thing*" In View.
"One of the big things that the re¬

classification will accomplish will be
the equalization of pay for substan¬
tially equivalent service. There is
nothing so disheartening as the pres¬
ent lack of system by which persons
working almost side by side and do¬
ing substantially equivalent work re¬
ceive grossly unequal pay. A defec¬
tive civil service, such as our present
service admittedly is. results in the
needless expenditure of thousands of
dollars annually because of the turn¬
over that results from the dissatis¬
faction that drives competent em¬
ployes out of the service and destroys
initiative and retards development of
the employes who remain. The effect
of this can only be a steady lowering
of the standard of personnel that is
obtainable.
"Not only does the government steadily

lose by this turnover, but those who
leave the government service because of
dissatisfaction with the prevailing con¬
ditions go back home among their peo¬
ple and there recite the appalling condi¬
tions that they have found, which results
in creating a sentiment in the nrnds of
a large part of our population which
would be prejudicial to any one who
had any thought whatever of entering
the government employment.
"Government employment as a conse¬

quence is looked upon as a berth for
those who have no initiative or business
ability, and many of our representatives,
hearing the opinions of their constituents
who have left the government employ¬
ment. have begun to believe that under
the present method of conducting the gov-
ernment business the opinion that they
hold is true. Thus every competent but
dissatisfied employe who leaves the gov¬
ernment service advertises the defects
of the service and helps to deter other
competent persons from entering gov¬
ernment employment

Purpose of the Promoter*.
"The purpose of the promoters of

this legislation is to secure the adop¬
tion of the report in principle as rep¬
resenting the correct employment pol¬
icy for the government, but there is
to be no insistence on a cast-iron
adoption of the identical classification
and wage schedule included in the
report, but rather the securing of a

plan by which just and reasonable
compensation can be insured for each
employe of the government.
"The system included in the re¬

classification report is sufficiently
flexible to facilitate changes from
time to time to meet changing condi¬
tions in the government service.
"The committee is especially desir¬

ous of eliciting the interest of all in¬
dividual employes and classes of em¬
ployes whose positions appear to be
adversely affected by the reclassifica¬
tion in order to secure their criti¬
cism to the end that helpful and con¬
structive changes may be brought
about either in the legislative stage
or later through the instrumentality
of the Civil Service Commission. Ob¬
viously it is clear that it would be
desirable to secure these suggestions
prior to the hearings on the bill, so
that nece«sary or desirable changes
could be made prior to the reporting
of the bill to either- house of Con¬
gress for consideration."

MEMPISTOL
IN BOLD RING THEFT

One of the boldest daylight rob¬
beries reported to the police in re¬
cent months was perpetrated at the
apartment of Mrs. Ralph K. Walker,
1511 22d street northwest, about noon
today, the thief stealing a ring set
with three diamonds, belonging to
Mrs. Walker's daughter, and after
threatening mother and daughter with
a pistol, dashing downstairs and
speeding away in an automobile with
another male companion.
On the pretext of answering an ad-

vertisement of a furnished room for |
rent, the thief called at the Walker
apartment, saying he wanted a room
for an invalid sister. The ring was;
lying on a dresser in the apartment,
and after inspecting the place the
man went back, ostensibly for another
look at the bedroom. When he re¬
turned the ring was gone from the
dresser, and Mrs. Walker's daughter
informed her mother. The latter ac-
cused the caller of taking the ring,
when the man drew a pistol and de¬
clared he would shoot both mother
and daughter if an attempt vas made
to summon help. Then he dashed
down the stairs and out of the door to
a waiting automobile and drove rap¬
idly away.
Mrs. Walker reported the robbery

to the police, giving a description of
the man. ... . _ .

MILITARYWRESTS
! ALL POWER Ml
: lENKWT
Gen. Brusiloff, Czar's Army
Leader. Supreme in Mos¬

cow, It Is Claimed.
By tli* A«*.win r<».!
LOXDOX. May 18..<:-n. Alexis A.

F<nisrtloff. furmer commander-in-chief "f
Russian armies under the imperial
regime, has. for the time being, virtually
assumed tho supreme author.ty formerly
wielded in the Russian soviet govern-
ment by Nikolai l^enine and other peo¬
ple's commissaries, according to a state¬
ment printed this morning the Daily
Telegraph.
This would seem to confirm a recent

dispatch to the Associated Press that
military authorities in Russia wer#
about to assume the powers formerly in
the hands of civilian officials of the bol-
shevik regime in Moscow.
Rumors that a military r oup had been

sprung .'it the Russian c apital have beeft* .

current several days.
ftolxlaevlk. Sucor«*c«.

LONDON*. May 19..The bolsheviki
won important successes over the

, Poles on passing the Pvina river atrPolotzk, in the government at Vi¬tebsk. according to an official state¬
ment sent out by the soviet govern-
ment at Moscow today.
The Poles were forced to withdraw,

tile statement adds, and the popula¬
tion received the bolshevik troops
with enthusiasm.
Bolshevik forces, which on Monday

Ibepan a counter offensive against the
Poles and Ukrainians, have made Rains
on the extreme ends of the battle line,
'which extends from northwest of Mo-
hilev to some distance south of Kiev,
according to an official statement is¬
sued in Moscow yesterday and re¬
ceived here by wireless.

/ Denounce Polish Attack.
Denunciation of the Polish attack on

bolshevik Russia and what is regarded
as Great Britain's complicity in that
offensive is contained in a manifesto is¬
sued here by a number of labor leaders,
including John Robert Clynes, William
Brace and .liam Crooks, laborite
members of parliament.
The triennial conference of the dork -

era" union sitting at Plymouth has
passed by acclamation a resolution for-
bidding the loading of any more muni¬
tions to be used against Russia. Ac¬
cording to the Herald, organ of labor,
the question of a national strike as a
protest against the Polish attack on
hussia is being discussed in labor
circles.

Red* ('lain Odessa.
CONSTANTINOPLE. May 18 (by the

Associated Press)..Odessa is still
claimed by the Russian bolshevik! and
rumors of its capture by Ukrainian
forces have not been reported by subse¬
quent messages. Allied commissioners
here are without official information, as
there is no means of communication be-
tween this city and southern Russia.

Capture of Odessa by the Ukrainians
was reported on May 11. and what pur-
ported to be official confirmation was re--
ceived in Paris and London the next' >

day .On May 14. however, the British I
war office issued a statement declaring »

that reports that Ukarinians had occu- I
pied Odessa had not been substantiated,

BONUS 10 SOLDIERS;
! IS OPPOSED BY

The administration opposition to
any bonus legislation "in any form,
however financed." was announced to¬
day in a letter from Secretary Hous-
ton to Chairman Fordney of the
House ways an-i means committee
and made public by Representative
Henry T. Rainey of Illinois. ^
Representative Rainey interprets/"*

Secretary Houston's letter as a wjirr,-
. ins that the President will Veto any
soldiers' bonus legislation and that
Congress will be kept in session all
summer devising other ways of rais¬
ing revenue to meet the financial ob¬
ligations of the government, on which
Secretary Houston laid emphasis in
his letter.
Nothing for many months has

caused as much excitement at the
Capitol as did this letter from Secre¬
tary Houston, coming at a time when
the American Legion is in session in
Washington, and when the members
are visiting individual members of
Congress in their offices in regard to
bonus legislation, and when the re-

publican members are about to meet
in caucus tonight on bonus legislation.
Secretary Houston in his letter

points out that within three years the
total indebtedness of the government
maturing will be about >8,000,000,000.

Secretary Houston's Letter.

Secretary Houston's letter was in
reply to one from Mr. Fordney sub¬
mitting the bills introduced by Repre¬
sentative Johnson of South Dakota,
republican, and Representative Kainey
of Illinois, democrat, to provide for
the payment adjusted compensation
to the veterans of th» world war.
Both bills imposed an SO per cent war

profits tax.
The Secretary's letter said:
"The most serious aspect of this com¬

pensation matter, as I pointed out when
I had the honor of appearing before tlk*
committee, is the proposal greatly to
add, especially at this time, to the pres¬
ent grievous burden resting upon the
"people of the n;«tiot> and upon the
Treasury. The method of financing the
proposal raises grave problems, but is
secondary.
The very heavy burdens which will

rest upon the Treasury by reason of
laws already enacted, including par¬
ticularly the recent raiiroRd law.
which it is estimated will entail an
expenditure of approximately $1,000.-
000,000, .and also by reason of the de¬
lay in making provisions to realize
upon the government investments In
railroads and ships, taken in connec¬
tion with the existing credit situation,
suggests the need of grave consid¬
eration of the question whether, quite
aside from and in addition to any
taxation which it might be necessary
to impose in order to pay a bonus to
the soldiers, it may not be necessary
to provide for meeting the necessi¬
ties of the government in larger
measure froin taxation.
"The total indebtedness of the gov¬

ernment maturing within three years,
represented by Treasury certificates,
war savings certificates and victory
notes, is in the neighborhood of eigrht
billions of dollars.

Issue of Treasary Certiorates.
"It is no ' nger possible to financp

the current needs of the government
in part by the issue of Treasury cer¬
tificates except on onerous terms
which reflect upon the vahie of tfra
, CCtfntlniiriri on Page 21, Column LI '<
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